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SUBJECT: Response to Possible I l l e g a l Movement of PCB-Contaminated T ra i l e rs 
at the Martha Rose Chemical F a c i l i t y , Holden, Missouri 

FROM: / / ^ f f Weatherford ^ ^ ^ 
/ SINV/EP&R/ENSV 

TO: Charles Hensley 
Chief, EP&R/ENSV 

BACKGROUND 

On September 6, 1986, at 1100 hours, the Emergency Planning and Response 
Branch (EP&R), EPA/VII, received a ca l l concerning the possible i l l e g a l 
movement of f la tbed t r a i l e r s loaded wi th various machinery contaminated 
by polychlor inated biphenyls (PCBs). Ruben McCullers, A i r and Toxics (ARTX)/ 
Toxics and Pesticides (TOPE), has provided me with the fo l lowing b r ie f 
h is tory of these t r a i l e r s : 

December 1985 - EPA/TOPE inspects Martha C. Rose Chemical Company (MRC) 
i n Holden, Missour i . 

February 1986 - EPA/TOPE issues l e t t e r of in tent to revoke MRC 
permit , 

February 28, 1986 - MRC informs EPA/TOPE that they are going out of 
business. 

dune 1986 - American Steel Company moves its equipment and 
machinery from the MRC site. Four loaded flatbed 
trailers were taken to property owned by Ms. Sharon 
Hayes. 

July 18, 1986 - EPA/TOPE sampled the various equipment and machinery 
located at the Hayes property. Samples were sent to 
the National Enforcement and Investigation Center 
(NEIC) for analysis. 

August 1986 - EPA/TOPE received the following sample analysis from 
NEIC: 
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SAMPLE # 

071886285001-01 
-02 
-03 
-04 
-05 
-06 
-07 
-08 

VALUE 

3000 UG/WIPE 
1400 ppm 
4600 ppm 

99 U6/SQU.CM 
130 ppm 
4.3 UG/SQU.CM 
2.5 UG/SQU.CM 

CONTROL SAMPLE- NEGATIVE 

August 22, 1986 - Ruben McCullers no t i f i ed Sharon Hayes, both verbal ly 
and i n w r i t i n g , that the t r a i l e r s on her property 
were contaminated wi th PCBs and were not to be moved. 

LOCATION 

The Hayes' property is located approximately 2.2 miles northeast of 
Holden, Missour i , i n Johnson County (Figure 1) . A legal descr ipt ion of the 
locat ion i s SW 1/4, NE 1/4, SW 1/4, section 36, T.46N,, R.28W., as shown on 
the Holden, Missour i , USGS 7-1/2 minute quadrangle. 

RESPONSE 

I responded to the call by arriving in Holden at 1430 hours, September 6, 
1986. In Holden, I met with the mayor of the town, Francis Brillhart. 
Mayor Brillhart informed me that a Mrs. Scott had called him earlier to 
report the movement of trailers from the Sharon Hayes property. I then 
obtained Mrs. Scott's phone number and met with Dick Rodman, Holden city 
councilman, who accompanied me to the Scott residence. At the Scott 
residence, Mrs. Scott informed me of a red diesel tractor that had hooked up 
to, and pulled off site, a loaded flatbed trailer from the Sharon Hayes 
property. While I was relaying this information to Joe Joslin, Environmental 
Monitoring and Compliance Branch (on emergency standby phone duty), Dick 
Rodman reported that he had seen two men securing a loaded trailer at the 
Hayes property. 

Joe Joslin then requested that I go on the property to talk with these men 
and take pictures if possible. I went on site on two separate occasions, 
once to talk to the men securing the trailer and once to take pictures of the 
three remaining trailers. I returned to the Scott residence from where I 
watched and noted any further activity until Jane Mason, FBI, arrived on 
scene. When the FBI arrived on site, I surrendered my film to them 
(which may have been exposed) and gave a verbal description of events. 

A copy of ny field notes, which outline the sequence of events, was 
sent to Counsel (CNSL) and is attached with this memo along with a map 
showing the site location. 



EP&R involvement in this case can be considered closed unless further 
assistance is requested. 

Attachments 

cc: Martha Steincamp, CNSL 
George Hess, EP&R 
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• ' T f r i ^ / . : K A J O : ^ : ^ r - * ^ i t ^ ' i f ' fr-'igUS^ . - 1 . , ^ p o y ^ t V i ^ [ /4r. X ( A g i t H f C l ^ ^ fcJ > 

: ^ f l / d V fe/fcrPt^ OI.MJO( (air^ ' ^^ . . -x i t^ nsne 
i ^ -

t ' ^ t - 0 f - ^ ' I ' ^ a f i ^ i u ^ y y i y ' 'Sahd V/^^>^-1 . i J i ^ M j 

Q »' k^ko^e. d i g i ^ ' t ' L e , f l ^ ^ - u A a ^ 

ttfgf^. f u ^ o ^{fl.f 6W<; A - ZL c j f f^ . ^ y l g u / , 
i . ' - r ' . ' . i ' . l ' : 

( ^ > Q r i Q U - r o A t \ c . K - v . ^ •Vn^.c-V: 
^V fSJ ' • V ^ ^ - ^ i W . . 

Tuao »^u./rs lAQP-rg. Oii^ ±S!^ >i4ui3h>r <J^)<^ JgUiof ?>s i - fM.ig>̂  -jn 
g^T^ g n w 

V.^VS <r.i f(;e.H.-f-.: ah. I yf'":fe fp-^ . - ^ ^ i i : y ^ 

(•Ve «a<*iflL v-a.jte^ 
/ • g r ,•?,., 

l^v: |?gfl>^<&. g«iCurtSt^- f rue.fc: . . (QQ^CI* i U i O ^ i - A t i h ^ ^cV:-f,.r^s-
ZJ%&^ ft; e r e nolfe f ^ a f y , wUytf^ 

X • k ^ 
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September 17, 1986 

MEHORANDUM 

SUBJECT: Response to Possible I l l e g a l Movement of PCB-Contaminated Tra i le rs 
at the Martha Rose Chemical F a c i l i t y , Holden, Missouri 

FROM: «^ff Weatherford 
SINV/EP&R/ENSV 

IU: v/Charles Hensley 
Chief, EP&R/ENSV 

BACKGROUND 

On September 6, 1986, at llOU hours, the Emergency Planning and Response 
Branch (EP&R), EPA/VII, received a call concerning the possible Illegal 
nwvement of flatbed trailers loaded with various nachinery contaminated 
by polychlorinated biphenyls (PCBs). Rulien McCullers, Air and Toxics (ARTX)/ 
Toxics and Pesticides- (TOPE), has provided me with the following brief 
history of these trailers: 

December 19B5. - EPA/TOPE inspects Martha C. Rose Chemical Company (MRC) 
in Holden. Missouri. 

February 19U6 - EPA/TOPE issues letter of intent to revoke MRC 
permit. 

February 28, 1986 - MRC informs EPA/TOPE that they are going out of : 
business. 

June 1986 - American Steel Company moves its equipment and 
machinery from the MRC site. Four loaded flatbed 
trailers were taken to property owned by MSo Sharon 
Hayes. 

July IB, 1986 - EPA/TOPE sampled the various equipment and machinery 
located at the Hayes property. Samples were sent to 
the National Enforcement and Investigation Center 
(NEIC) for analysis. 

August 1986 - EPA/TOPE received the following sample analysis from 
NEIC: 

JW:hb:9:17:86 
SINV SINV 
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EP&R . 



SAMPLE # 

071886286001-01 
-02 
-03 
-04 
-06 
-06 
-07 
-08 

VALUE 

3000 UG/WIPE 
U O O ppm 
4600 ppm 

99 UG/SQUoCM 
130 ppm 
4,3 UG/SQUoCM 
2.6 UG/SQU.CM 

CONTROL SAMPLE- NEGATIVE 

August 22, 1986 - Ruben McCullers notified Sharon Hayes, both verbally 
and In writing, that the trailers on her property 
were contaminated with PCBs and were not to be moved, 

LOCATION 

The Hayes' property is located approximately 2.2 miles northeast of 
Holden, Missouri, in,Johnson County (Figure. I). A legal description of the 
location is SW 1/4, NE 1/4, SW 1/4, section 36,- T.46N,, Ro28W., as shown on 
the Holden, Missouri, USGS 7-1/2 minute quadrangle. 

RESPONSE 

I responded to the call by arriving in Holden at 1430 hours, September 6^ 
1986. In Holden, I met with the mayor of the town, Francis Brillhar't. 
Mayor Brillhart infarmed me that a Mrs, Scott had called him earlier to 
report the movejnent of trailers from the Sharon Hayes property. I then 
obtained Mrs, Scott's phone number and met with Dick Rodman, Holden city 
councilman, who accompanied me to the Scott residence. At the Scott 
residence, Mrs, Scott informed me of a red diesel tractor that had hooked up 
tOs and pulled off site, a loaded flatbed trailer from the Sharon Hayes 
property. While Iwas relaying this information tb Joe Joslin, Environmental 
Monitoring and Compliance Branch (on emergency standby phone duty), Dick 
Rodman reported tnat he had seen two men securing a loaded trailer at the 
Hayes property, 

Joe Joslin then requested that I go on the property to talk with these men 
and take pictures if possible, I went on site on two separate occasions, 
once to talk .to the men securing the trailer and once to take pictures of the 
three remaining trailers, I returned to the Scott residence from where! 
watched and noted any further activity until Jane Mason, FBI, arrived on 
scene. When the FBI arrived on site, I surrendered ny film to them 
(which may have been exposed) and gave a verbal description of events. 

A copy of my field notes, which outline the sequence of events, was 
sent to Counsel (CNSL) and is attached with this memo along with a map 
showing the site location. 
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EP&R involvement in this case can be considered closed unless further 
assistance is requested. 

Attachments 

Martha . , 
-George Hess, EP&R 

cc:^^artha Steincamp, CNSL 




